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As a member of the European Community, Cyprus is bound by the Regulation on 

Jurisdiction and the Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments in Civil and 

Commercial Matters (44/2001), which lays down the rules governing the jurisdiction of 

courts and tribunals in civil and commercial matters. 

Article 31 of the regulation provides that an application may be made to the courts of an 

EU member state for protective measures even if the courts of another jurisdiction have 

jurisdiction as to the substance of the matter. Furthermore, the European Court of 

Justice has held that such protective measures can be ordered under Article 31, 

irrespective of whether the main proceedings which are based in another EU member 

state are in the form of arbitration or court action. 

The term 'judgment' is defined by Article 32 of the regulation to include any ruling issued 

by a court or tribunal of an EU member state, regardless of the name given to the 

decision - therefore, decrees, orders, decisions and writs of execution fall within the 

definition. 

The Cyprus courts have held(1) that an order granted by a court or tribunal located in 

another EU member state will be recognised and enforceable in Cyprus unless: 

l the recognition of the judgment is manifestly contrary to Cypriot public policy;  

l the defendant was not served with the document in a timely fashion and was 

therefore unable to raise his or her defence;  

l the recognition is contested by an ordinary appeal that will consequently result in the 

Cyprus court staying the proceedings;  

l the judgment conflicts with an earlier judgment given in another EU member state or 

non-EU state involving the same cause of action and the same parties.  

If none of these circumstances apply, a worldwide freezing order or any other order 

issued by the courts or tribunals of any EU member state will be recognised by Cyprus 

without the need for any special procedures under Article 33 of the regulation. Such 

judgments can then be enforced by an interested party in Cyprus by filing an application 

at the Cypriot courts under Article 38 of the regulation seeking a declaration from the 

court that the judgment is enforceable. 

The same principle applies to arbitral awards. Cyprus is a signatory of the Brussels 

Convention on the Jurisdiction, Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments in Civil and 

Commercial Matters and has ratified the International Treaty for the Recognition and 

Enforcement of Arbitral Awards. The Law on International Commercial Arbitration 

(101/87) prescribes the specific procedure under which an international arbitral award 

may be recognised, registered and enforced in Cyprus. 

For further information on this topic please contact George Z Georgiou at George Z 

Georgiou & Associates LLC by telephone (+357 22 763 340), fax (+357 22 763 343) or 

email (george@gzg.com.cy). 

Endnotes 

(1) Application 629/2011, in which the applicants sought to enforce a 2010 order granted 

by the Commercial Court, Queen's Bench Division of the English High Court of Justice 

in the Republic of Cyprus. 
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